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LAW SYMPOSIUM LOOKS AT MONTANA CONSTITUTION 
MISSOULA--
Constitutional scholars from across the country will join judges, legislators, attorneys and 
citizens in exploring Montana’s landmark constitution at the upcoming Honorable James R. 
Browning Symposium at The University of Montana.
“The 1972 Montana Constitution: Thirty Years Later” will take place Thursday, Sept. 12, 
through Saturday, Sept. 14, in the third-floor University Center Ballroom. The Browning 
Symposium is free and open to the public. No registration is required. Members of the State Bar 
of Montana will earn 14.5 CLE credits for attending.
The symposium, presented by the Montana Law Review at the UM School of Law, 
commemorates the 30th anniversary of the Montana Constitution with two and a half days of 
expert presentations followed by panel discussions and question-and-answer sessions. The 
schedule includes:
Thursday, Sept. 12
9:15 to 10 a.m. -- “The Montana Constitution: A National Perspective, ” by
Professor G. Alan Tarr, director of the Center for State Constitutional Studies at 
Rutgers University-Camden.
10:40 to 11:30 a.m. -- “The State of the Montana Constitution,” by attorney 




• 1 to 1:45 p.m. -- “Technology’s Effect on the Montana Constitution,” by UM
law Associate Professor Mark Kende.
• 2:45 to 3:30 p.m. -- “The Evolution of Montana’s Privacy-Enhanced Search 
and Seizure Analysis: A Return to First Principles,” by UM law Professor 
Melissa Harrison.
• 7 to 7:45 p.m. -- “Montana’s Privacy Clause: Identity, Intimacy and 
Family,” by Professor Patricia A. Cain, University of Iowa College of Law.
Friday, Sept. 13
• 9 to 9:45 a.m. -- “Understanding the Montana Constitution’s ‘Dignity’
Clause in Comparative Perspective,” by Associate Professor Heinz J. Klug, 
University of Wisconsin Law School.
• 10:45 to 11:30 a.m. -- “The Changing Contours of Domestic Federalism: 
Tribal-State Constitutional Relationships,” by Rebecca A. Tsosie, executive 
director of the Indian Legal Program at Arizona State University.
• 1:30 to 2:15 p.m. -- “Signature Gathering in the Initiative Process: How 
Democratic Is It?” by Richard J. Ellis, Hatfield Professor of Politics at Willamette 
University.
Saturday, Sept. 14
• 8:30 to 9:15 a.m. -- “Constitutionalizing the Environment,” by Professor 




10:30 to 11:30 a.m. ~  “A Closing Perspective: The View of the Delegates to 
the 1972 Constitutional Convention.”
Further information is available on the Browning Symposium Web site at 
www.umt.edu/law/events/symposium.htm.
The symposium honors Judge James R. Browning of the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit. Browning, who was raised in Belt, graduated from UM’s School of Law in 
1941. A former editor of the Montana Law Review and former Clerk of the U.S. Supreme Court, 
he was appointed to the Ninth Circuit in 1961 by President John F. Kennedy. Browning, who 
continues to serve on the Ninth Circuit, was chief judge from 1976 to 1988. His 40-plus year 
tenure on the court is the second longest of any U.S. federal judge.
The Browning Symposium is funded by UM School of Law alumni John G. Hursh, who 
served as a law clerk for Browning, and the Attorneys Liability Protection Society of Missoula.
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